Punjab needs a political renewal to turn the tide

Drawing much of its appeal
from a romantic conception
of politics, the new entrant in
the fray is likely to trench
upon the vote share of other
political parties, especially
the Shiromani Akali Dal,
although it may fall short of

counted. Punjaby’ s well-docu-
mented decline across sever-
al development indices over
the years cannot be reversed
withouta broad political con-
sensus on vital policies
required for its renewal.

The prevailing  circum-
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watershed moment in the
state’ s turbulent political his-
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the Akali Dal, now seeking to
regain its political relevance,
growing appeal of the muscu-
lar BIP and the self-inflicted

tocivility in political discourse
and a measure of grace in
relationships.
Cordial lines of communica-
tion among political leaders
are indis llegial

Thiswould requirea
coalition of the best
across parties.
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spoken do not simply disap-
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ity among leaders necessary
to forge a broad consensus on
prudent  policies for the
state’

For the first time since Inde-
pendence, five principal
political partiesare set to con-
tend for power.

‘Among the four Opposition
parties challenging the ruling
Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) is

faris Punjab De, a fledgling
formation that has acquired
considerable traction among
the rural Sikh youth through
its reformist zeal and promise
of political change. This also
suggests a waning popular
interest in traditional parties.

wounds of the Congress have
togetheraltered Punjab’ s pol-
itics. And the possibility of an
Akali-BJP alliance  could
transform the pre-poll and
post-poll electoral arithmetic,
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Sickening public conver:
tions among political lead
which have become an
unending spectacle on social
media, have eroded their per-
sonal eredibility as role mod-

embrace compassion and
empathy for the marginalised
as the leitmotif of governance
and resist the seduction of
power for its own sake. We
mustsearch forleaderswhodo
notmistakeoppressiveauthor-
ity for people’s power and
shun those whose claim to

vility of power brokers mas-
queradingas supporters.

The indictment of arrogant
power indifferent to the injus-
ticeand suffering ofthemasses
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central virtues in the ordering
of political and social life. It is
time, therefore, to insist on
raising the level of public dis-
course, moving it decisively
away from rancour, calumny
and personal animos
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“conceit of the clever”, but in
an understanding of the
wholeness of the human con-
dition. Democracy is about
public reasoning around the
moral questions of our times.

Punjab struggles to
veclaim its lost glory, it needs
a government led by leaders
imbued with “audacious ide-

: leaders capable of
charting a course that
restores hope to the people

moral credentials to speak
honestly toa proud and heroic
people and offer them a life of
dignity oris Punjabdoomedto
suffer those for whom politics
s the pursuit of power unfet-
tered by a sense of right or
wrong. These are questions
that Punjab's political parties
and leaders must confront.
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tions  sumounding  the
restructuring of the state’ s
agricultural economy, envi-
ronment protection and the
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bility, with implications for
the state’s development
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individuals routinely com-
promised infract the first
principles  of democratic

long. The compelling need
todayistofindleaders whocan
rise  above  themselves,

rational leadership through a
free contestation of ideas:
leadership rooted not in the

preservation of social harmo-
ny founded upon the bonding
values of a Saanjhi Viraasat.

Despite challenges, can we
hope that political parties will
rise above casteist and com-
munal politics in the state
elections? Can they project
leaders with the requisite

ple, drawing inspiration from
the idealism of our founders
and translate that will into a
renewed public purpose. This
would need a coalition of the
best across political parties and
the establishment of condi-
tions necessary for the flower-
ing of transformational leader-
ship. The 2027 elections will
indeed test the collective wis
dom of the state’ s electorate.
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